(A ] 32

inetrument would not have been adopted, nor could the Union
have ever been formed. If the union of the States, can only be
preserved by an unconditional surrender of clear constitutional
rights, secured toits members, if the Federal Government, instead of
a system of liberty, equality aud law, is to be perverted into an en-
gine of force, oppression and fraud, then, indeed, has the day arriv-
ed. when tlie Soutly, at least, must pause, iix s0ITow and anguish, to
caleulate its value. Tlhe crisis, though impending, Is not yet come,
and the evil hour of disunion, so much to be deprecated, may, it
is devoully to be hoped, be forever averted. Non intervention is
all the Sowh has ever asked, and, however reasonable the re-
quest, it has been more than once, coldly, if not indignanily, refa-
sed. The time for reason and argument secins to have gone by,
and the perpetuity of this mighty repubiic, with all the countless
blessings which it is capabie of Imparting, must now-rest upon the
firm, united, temperate, but deternined uciion of the southern
States; ‘and to this end, it is Lelieved, to be 1he duty of the repre-
centatives of the people of Maryland, to reflect the sentiments of
their constituenta, by the solemn declaration, in advance, of the un-
alterable determination of this State, in the event of the passage
by Congress of the “Wilmot Provizo,” or any sinilar scheme, to -
mnake common cause with the South, and to resist to the end, the
~execution of ameasuie so palpably violative of her rights and so
pregnant with injustice, dis¢grace and degradation. ‘
I” have thus endeavcured to place before you, in a manner, as
brief and intelligible us circumstances would allow, every topic of
prominent importance in the admiuistration of public affairs, or, In
any way, cor:nected with the rights and interests of our common
constituents.  Upon the Governor of Maryland, is devolved, not
merely the adiministration of the gencral laws of the State, but
particularly and exclusively, the exccntion and enforcement of the
systetn of revenue enacted for the redemption of the public debt;
and. whether the complicated character of these laws, the revenue
which they produce,or the number of agents charged with its
collection and payment is adverted to, it may well be inferred,
that so far fiom a sinecute, the Executive office is one of ceaseless
labor, anxiety and care. With what fidelity, its various duties
have, for the last two years, been discharged, the records of the
Treasury, and of other departments of the government will abun-
dantlv prove; butwith what sacrifices of personal convenience and
individual comfort, their performauce has been attended, can be
known ouly to myself, and to those, whose experience has famili-
atised thems with the unavoidable expenditures, incident to the sta-
tion. Invoking upon your councils the over-ruling providence of
Almighty God, with a firm reliance upon your wisdotn, judgment
and pattiotism, I cannot doubt, but that the deliberations of the
General Assembly, will be so tempered with inoderation, prudence
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and fgresight, as to redound to its own credit, and to the glory

and honor of our beloved State.
PHILIP F. THOMAS.

Exrcurive DEPARTMENT, Jan. Ist, 1850,



